terrestrial &

2020 Remote Residencies: Open Call

A paid opportunity for community artists across
England
to develop their local connections and explore new
ways of working.

TERRESTRIAL

Terrestrial produces arts projects, community events and

adventures. Over the last two years we have invited a series of
inspiring artists to spend time in Weston-super-Mare, where
they have collaborated with on-the-ground community groups.
We've supported a dance project made by people with
experience of addiction, created portrait films and choral songs



with isolated older people, devised a spy adventure with 500
ten-year-olds, and brought together sea swimmers, litter-
pickers and local historians to make a documentary about a
mythical sea serpent. You can watch a film following some of
that journey on our website.

THE INVITATION

In these challenging times, we are all discovering how to make
connections in new ways. So rather than gathering people to us
(as we had originally planned to spend this summer doing), we
want to invest in artists to explore community links with people
and groups wherever they are based. This is what we mean by
‘remote residencies’ — artists taking time to think about how they
might foster creative relationships in their own local
communities.

This might mean artists building on connections they already
have, or making new ones. They might connect with formal
organisations (local charities, schools, community centres) or
informal groups (street whatsapp groups, mutual aid networks,
local parks) within the current social distance guidelines.

Through these residencies we will encourage artists to take
some time for research and reflection... to think about the work
they've done in the past and how they might continue to foster
relationships and share artistic experiences with community
groups — especially those that can’t easily access online
networks.
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THE PROCESS

There are four stages to this programme:

OPEN CALL

We want to hear from community artists working across
England, across different artforms, across scales and styles. We
are keen to hear from artists of colour and D/deaf and disabled
artists, as representation and inclusion is core to our companies’
values.

When we say ‘community artists’ we mean anyone who creates
artistic experiences with people who aren't professional
practitioners or in formal training. You might have experience
running a dance class or youth theatre, or leading music
workshops, or taking events into care homes, or hosting writing
groups, or creating collaborative games... You might have been
commissioned by major arts venues and festivals, or you might
not even call yourself an artist — you might say you are a



community organiser or a teacher or a coach. We will ask our
selection panel to choose a broad range of different artistic
voices, so we hope you feel encouraged to apply and if you have
any questions please get in touch.

CONVERSATIONS

Our panel will select 20 artists that offer an inclusive picture of
community activity across England. Following an initial
introduction chat with the Terrestrial team, we will invite each of
these artists to take part in a short one-to-one conversation
about their work. We'll try to make this an informal, no-arts-
speak chat about what you do and how you've collaborated with
community groups in the past. We will pay each selected artist
£150 as a contribution to their time and commit to covering the
costs of anything that is needed to make this process accessible
to you.

With your permission, we will record these conversations, and
host them on our website as a public resource. We want to
amplify the voices of community artists, as we believe that your
skills are now more important than ever — as we all try to find
new ways of coming together. We will invite producers, venues,
festivals, funders etc. to explore and share these conversations;
we hope this is a way to introduce the selected artists to new
opportunities.

RESIDENCIES

We will invite 8-10 of the shortlisted artists to join us for a
‘remote residency’. We will run these over two weeks, with 4-5
artists taking part each time.

Proposed dates: 25-29 August & 15-19 September



This residency invites you to stay just where you are. We hope
to give you time to foster connections with your local
environment: speak to neighbours, reach out to people on the
phone, online, in the street... and share your thoughts and
findings with the other artists taking part around the country.
We don't expect anyone to create work during their residency
— it's time to reflect, share and play.

As things evolve over the coming weeks, some artists may feel
they can safely explore their local connections in person; but we
know this won't be possible for everyone, so we have no
expectation of this.

You can work to your own timings — that may mean you split
your residency time over a longer period to fit around other
commitments. But throughout the outlined residency weeks we
will host a series of digital gatherings, discussions and mini-
workshops for residency artists to share experiences and ideas
as a group.

We will pay each artist £700 as a contribution to your time
during the week, as well as a short informal debrief session a
little time after. We will do our very best to provide and/or pay
for anything you need in order to take part in this residency (this
includes any access needs and childcare costs).

We'll ask you to document your explorations in whatever light-

touch way suits your practice — a journal or audio diary, some
photographs etc.

COMMISSIONS



We hope that we can follow these residencies with some small
commissions for artists to explore a project building on their
local connections. We want to be transparent about this
ambition, though we don’t yet know exactly how this might
work. Any ideas you have or partnerships you forge during the
residency process remain yours to carry forward in any way you
wish.
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HOW TO APPLY

We want this application process to be as straightforward as
possible. If you have any questions please contact Producer
Hattie Gregory:

hattie@terrestrial.org.uk

To apply, please send a short letter (maximum 400 words) or a
video (speaking to camera or BSL video)/audio recording
(maximum 3 minutes) answering these questions:

1. Where you are based in England?

2.  What artform(s) do you work with (eg. music, film,

poetry)?



3. Can you give us 1 or 2 examples of how you have
collaborated with communities in the past?

4. What appeals to you about this residency
programme?

We would also welcome a simple overview of your work. You

can tell us in a short paragraph, or you can attach a CV or
website link.

Please complete an Equal Opportunity form, which you can do
online by following this link.

Please email your application to:
residencies@terrestrial.org.uk

Deadline: Friday 24" July, 5pm



